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refuge there at the beginning of the war, as in an inaccessible
shelter, now hastened in the face of the looming menace
towards they knew not yet what province ; others, finally,
came from the capital, from the whole Paris region, where
some districts lost almost the whole of their inhabitants.
People of every kind were mingled in this throng : those
whose duties or interests compelled them to leave and
those who were frankly terrified by the prospect of contact
with the invader: old men, women, youngsters, children, all
sorts and conditions of mankind ; groups of young folk who,
even in misfortune, were yet determined to find amuse-
ment in the slightest incident along the road; youths
from ten to fifteen or sixteen years who slipped in and
out on bicycles among the strings of vehicles, laughing
as they went; for them it was almost a great adventure ;
and, hard by, old folk, their faces worn by anxiety, sitting
on trunks or cases, carrying with them what they had
been able to grasp, at random seemingly, at the moment
of flight.
In the hamlets, villages and towns it was impossible to
find a bit of bread ; others who had gone that way already
had exhausted all supplies; in certain places the inhabi-
tants shut themselves up behind their doors as though
they feared that all this crowd might requisition their
mattresses! Elsewhere the line passed between two
hedges of curious onlookers, who stared as if watching a
procession; at times a breach opened at a cross-roads,
and then the dense crowd came together again as tightly
as before; progress was yard by yard. All this lasted
for more than fifteen hours. A trifling misery in com-
parison with the great, the very great, ones which oppressed
us, and the even greater ones which would overwhelm us
in the future.
At Tours the Government was dispersed in the chateaux
in the neighbourhood. The President of the Republic was
in one, the Prime Minister in another, while the Ministers
and Ambassadors were dispersed here and there about the*